




Edmund Rice developed a system of education aimed at liberating all young people, particularly the marginalised, where the dignity of each 

student was paramount. As Inclusive Communities, EREA schools seek to address the specific needs and wellbeing of marginalised young 

people, including those who are same sex attracted and gender diverse.

As Catholic schools, EREA schools are guided by Catholic Social teaching which states that “each person possesses a basic dignity that comes 

from God, not from any human quality or accomplishment, not from race or gender, age or economic status.”5

Homophobic bullying can negatively affect a young person’s attainment and future life chances, and can lead to an increased risk of self-harm 

and suicide.6

All Catholic school leaders have a religious, moral and legal obligation to ensure that their learning community is a safe and inclusive one, where 





I am a primary school teacher. I don’t think that we need to address LGBTI issues  

in primary schools.

Students may have a sense of their sexual orientation in early primary school.15 As a result it is important that primary teachers become aware 

of this developmental factor and provide the necessary resources and support to ensure that LGBTI students develop a positive self-identity. It 

is also important for students who come from LGBTI families or who have LGBTI siblings to feel that their families and identities are a valued 

and visible part of the school community.16

Are primary school students too young to understand?

Primary school children may be too young to understand their own sexual orientation but homophobic and transphobic language may be 

used in primary schools without students necessarily realising what it is that they are saying. Strategies that are used to handle inappropriate 

language are important in challenging homophobic/transphobic language.17

What about transgender people?

Gender identity and sexual orientation are two different things and are easily confused. Gender identity describes a person’s gender. Sexual 

orientation describes whether a person is heterosexual, lesbian, gay or bisexual. The description of someone as transgender refers to their 

gender identity. 



What do I do if teachers feel strongly that we should not be discussing this information  
in our school?

In terms of the Catholic context of EREA schools, the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith – Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church  

on the Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons clearly states the following –

“The human person made in the image and likeness of God, can hardly be adequately described by a reductionist reference to his or her 

sexual orientation…. The church provides a badly needed context for the case of the human person when she refuses to consider the person 

as a ‘heterosexual’ or a ‘homosexual’ and insists that every person has a fundamental identity; the creature of God, and by grace his child 

and heir to eternal life.” 21

Therefore, it is the role of teachers in EREA schools to ensure that each young person is given the support and encouragement that they 

need to flourish as a human person loved by God. This means ensuring that schools explicitly support diversity and embrace all within their 

community. To adequately support the individual needs of all young people in our schools, this information should be and needs to be 

discussed in Catholic schools.

What if teachers think that these issues are too controversial?

In some communities, these issues may indeed be viewed as controversial. Remind teachers that these are educational issues; they are not 

about religious beliefs, moral views or sexual practice.

What if people say that I am advocating a homosexual agenda?

Schools and teachers who address LGBTI educational issues are not advocating or promoting a homosexual agenda; they are creating a safe, 

caring and inclusive environment in which all students and their families can expect to be treated with dignity and respect.22 / 23

What if teachers tell me that no LGBTI students exist in their schools or classrooms?

It has been commonly accepted that one in 10 people is non-heterosexual. As a result, in a classroom of 30 students, on average three 






